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terside counties along the Ili-
nois River using barge trans-

portation employ nearly 57,560 -

people and generate $411 mil-

lion in payroll taxes annually.
Itis also one ofthe few remain--
. inig rivers with a functioning

ecosystem critical to a vast ar-

ray of fish and wildlife.
“Ifnothingis done, there will

be aheavy price for negligence.
It’'s a price we can't afford.”
said Wood. _

~ The 2020 program would fur-
ther the conservation inifia-
tives already enacted in the
Kankakee River Basin, Wood
stated. Wood and Illinois del-
egation members commended
the Kankakee River Basin
Partnership for their work.

" “The Kankakee River Basin

Partnership has-dlready dem-
onstrated a commitment to
preserve this natural resource.
Together we will bring more

money and attentior toimproyv-

ing rivers throughout Illinois,”
said Wood.

“QOur partnership is success--

fulbecause we have broadened
our base to include all stake-
holdersincluding conservation,
agriculture, government, busi-

niess, labor, and.citizens,” said .

J.R. Black, chairman of the
Kankakee River Basin Part-
nership.

“We should always be look-
ing for innovative solutions to

environmental problems,” said.
- Weller. “The Kankakee River

will play a crucial role in the

Illinois River 2020 program

since it is the headwater for

the Tllinois River.”

 The partnership’s concern is

the sandbed load in the river.
“The sand and sedimenta-

- tion is choking our river,” said

Black. “We take pride in being

the headwaters that lead into -

the THinois River. We need to
clean and restore the river.”
Jim Garner, deputy director
of the Illincis Department of
Natural Resources, stated the
Kankakee River was a biologi-

cally diverse and biologicaliy

-productive river.

“We have seen a dechne in
the past few decades, and we
want to restore the river to
what it once was,” said Garner.

. Additional dollars for other
programs are alsobeing sought
for programs including:

*$950 million for the Illinois
River Basin through existing
Farm Bill programs and the
Clean Water Act. The federal
dollars would be additional
money.

- The Farm Bill includes the
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram, the Wildlife Habitat In-
centive, the Farmland Protec-
tion Program and the Conser-
vation Reservé Enhancement
Program. - _

The Clean Water Act would
addressurban and ruralnon-point
source problems, stream bank
stabilization, assistance with in-
stream managementand habitat
restoration, and watershed plan-
ning in education.

sAmend Water Resources
Development Act to authorize
the Illinois River Restoration
Act to restore waterways and
improve water quality. The fed-
eral share will be $1.5 billion
and the state share would be
$88 million over 20 years.

Through this, the act would
provide removal, analysis,
transport, and beneficial uses
of sediment, long-termresource
monitoring, and flood reduc-
tion, hydrological restoration
and habitat restoration.

+]llinois could also receive

" $55 million annually from the

Conservation and Reinvest-
ment Act (CARA) if the legis-
lationis enacted. There are 300
members in the house signed
up as co-sponsors of CARA,
stated Weller. This legislation
would provide federal assis-
tance for open space preserva-
tion, park restoration, and wild-
life and habitat preservation
through matching federal
funds to the states.
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