Kankake River ln|
lauded by officials

By Dave. Jackson, Journal correspondent

" The United States Army converged on the Kankakee area Fn— -
day, along with an army of government officials, to unveil details .
of a blueprint for restoring the Kankakee River. : X
That blueprint is a melding of plans developed mdependently by
the Soil and Water Conservation Districis of Kankakee, Will and - §
Iroquois counties, plus that of the Kankakee River Basin Partner-
ship,
The plan mvolves a number of pro;ects including the removal of
sediment, restoration of river bank vegetation and wildlife, reduc- -
tion of pollutants and an increase in recreatmnal areas, among other .
.things, |
The plan was lauded Friday by state and federal legislators, the .
U.8. Army, Corps of Engmeers and by the Illinois Department of .
Natural Resources. ‘
1t will initially be funded by $997,000 awarded from the state’s -
Conservation 2000 program in January. The “C2000” program autho= .-
‘rized the spendmg of $100 million for conservatmn and’ agriculture
by the year 2000. g
Beyond that, Gov, J1m Edgar earmarked an. addltlonal 515 mil-
‘lion in his new budget for work onthe- Kankakee, but the General 1
Assembly has not yet acted on the budget. - -
Friday, Lt. Col. Kenneth Harshbarger, of the Army Corps of Engi--
neers; U.S. Rep. Jerry Weller, R-Morris; and State Rep. Phil Novak,

man of the Kankakee River Basin Partnerslup, announced the plans -
‘at a Bourbonnais country club overlooking the river. - _
" Though aspects of the developing stewardship plan have been .

afforded the public an opportunity fo view a map locatmg many of :
ke project’s goals.
A feasibility study of project pruposals will now be launched. 4.
Most of the problems facing the river today, it was noted, began -
in the early 1900s when channelization of the.river in Indiana
reduced the stream’s course from a 240 mile stretch into “a fast -
and straight channel approx1mately 90 niles in length.” = i
Congressman Jerry Weller, saying that people need to “thmk gIob- n
ally and act locally,” told a group of about 35 that plans can he . .
. accomplished the same way that the former Joliet Arsenal was
redeveloped: through commumty—led groups. o
- “Restoration of the Kankakee river should receive the same -
priority of restoration as the Florida Evergiades ” Weller said in a-.
statement following Friday’s project review. =z
Walsh said he is a “firm believer in stablhzatmn of farmland g = §
- and noted that state and federal officials are “here to help provide;
hupefully with funding, decisions and hackmg for the various pro-
jects” 2
Novak said he would find nho problem in supportmg a b111 for
reauthorization of the C2000 funds. : R B
_ “When we go back to the General Assembly,” Novak said
- can say to the people of Illinois, whether they live in Kankakee or
- anywhere else in the state, that these programs work.” That track =
. record could help gain leglslative support for a possible extensmn N
of (2000 benefits into the next century, said Black.
- The Bourbonnais Township Park District will be the rec1plent of 1
some work funded by the C2000 grant. . '

D-Bradley, State Sen. Larry Walsh D- Elwood plus J.R. ‘Black, chair-_ § =

reviewed in the press in recent months, Frlday s show and tell effort |







