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In a curious way, the Grand Kankakee
Marsh National Wildlife Refuge proposal
brings all who live within the river basin
face to face with their past and possibly
their foture.

The Potawatomi who first settled here
named the river and its vast array of
game Ti-yar-ack-naunk, “the Wonderful
Land.” :

Early French explorers found the river

trip from present day South Bend, a harsh '

westward journey as it wound through a
250-mile maze of marshy river meanders,
oxbow lakes and sloughs. Today the river
has been reduced in length to roughly 150
miles, and much of the original 400,000
acre “Grand Marsh” is little more than
memory.

The Grand Marsh, also om=mn “Beaver
Lake Country” in Indiana, was a mix of
marsh prairie, wild rice stoughs and skies
filled with wild geese and ducks. Winding
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" marshes and wet prairies were trans-
formed into the rich agricultural
_ lands that aoEEmﬁm sﬁ _mnmmomvo
today. .- ,
The _u.mbmmo_.amn Hm_am SmE vast
' fields of corn, beans and grains. But
- it ‘comes at a price. Sediments now.
- find their” way -far -into Illinois
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through this marshland was a narrow belt
of riverine forest teeming with fish, deer
and beaver. The rich array of waterfowl
and game attracted hunters and even vis-

iting European royalty.
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12) takes a look at the Grand

‘Marsh National Wildlife Refuge

proposal, the concerns it has
raised and outline what the next
likely steps are in the _.mm__mm
review process.
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"More than three-fourths of - the
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Now, society.is ncBEm full circle.

" A passion for prairie is beginning to
-transform - the - Army’s. old. Joliet

arsefial propefty near Wilmirigton

‘what is. envisioned as the largest’

tallgrass prairie park in the coun-
try. Open._space for. recreation is

hecoming ‘a E.EEG for nwmsm_um.

lifestyles, and saving the environ-
ment has’ mﬁwuomowma near -.m:m_.o:m
status.

But is there yet room mow nature and

’ amﬁﬂouaoa for mmd@#ﬁm and wet-

" grassy strips along
.railroad tracks. Forested areas, just-

and

~ non-forested wetlands, a mere half a

" The earliest settlers found mumm_w.maoﬁm
of trees and the lush marshlands to the
east in what now is Kankakee County.
Away from the river and the marsh grew -
isolated groves of black oaks, cotton-

woods, Emﬁ_‘mm and elms. West om.

‘Momence the river became a stream lost™

amid a sea of high waving tallgrass prai-
ries and barrens.
Settlers and prairie farmers nwﬁ_mma.
that landscape. The wild lands and
swamps were seen as “worthless places”
where diseases could breed in the dark
still waters and ruffians and bandits could
find shelter. In their'eyes — spurred by a _
national mandate to turn swamps into till*
able lands — the marshlands were seen
“as a :Emmﬂnm and a barrier than must be
mmm 2_>mm1 next ummm .

'Kankakee watershed is- now..crop-

land. Another nearly 16 percent is
agrarian grasslands: pastures,
na%, idle land, remnant prairies and
roadsides “and

over three percent of the land,

percent, are largely the an cmmsaum
for wildlife. . ,

" Only about 56 acres of nmﬂg E,.mm...
- rie survives in the Kankakee region
Critical:
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vives,

”rm._mwmmmﬁ#mna being the 1,600° .
acres of sloughs-and swamps known'
ag the Momence Wetlands. Nine state:

nature- uummmgmm.ng another 33 des--
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‘ignated natural areas protect rare’
- savannas, dunes, sandy’ =Embam and
. ,coxoa_m:a forests:. .

-+ ".The state estimates Emﬁ 9% vmwnma_.
“of the pr

now mosmwﬁg only about 236 acres
ing away from the forest cover '
of -area streams.

e-settlement wetlands are:

Two-thirds of the -

state’s’ only .surviving high n:m_nw,

‘savanna;

a total of 827 acres, is siill- _
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