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-an Illinois problem. The river:
mbg its'sand are primal forces
ncs locked in mortal: 85&&.
" Shaped by m_mnpmum and @ oo
m:a.mg 'by man, the river has .-
" always baffed’ mﬂomm who have -
tried to control it or change ;m. :
ways. .
Soit’sno mE.E._mm that the |
river has‘again:defied a techno-
logical solution to sand control
at the Illinois state line:

-“It’s a very.complicated
issue,”
Tlinois River Basin project for
“thé Kankakee m:n Hwoanem
L &m@mumwmn : .
2o L EAERe mﬁmﬂm.gm,..ém EE..E»

" “As we started the project we’
tried to tést numerous ideas: Qur
plans have changed, we've had

. to rethink the problem as we
learn more about sediment’
transport.”

In a nutshell, the corps has*
learned that a passive systenr
. such as the Wedge, 4 sand coliec-
tor tested last fall, is not cost

stop the flow of sand into Tlinois.

“We've learned that the main
steam of the Kankakee is riot the.
sole source of sediment. Trem-
endous concentrations of sand
are also filling in the backwaters
at the state line and at the
Momence Wetlands.”

The volumme of sand has grown

said Stream Biologist Jirn .
- Mick who coordinates the state’s

.B.& corps have looked at:

to'the poin
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A VIEW OF LANGHAM, top, and Wiilow isiands at the
- Kankakee mEmﬁ.mﬂmﬁm_.__um; shows how sediment build-
- up. which.:created: the
- widened the ‘main: river. channel.
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pe
flows have decreased and annu-

ally flooding is no longer enough
to cleariout the sand and silt
deposits. S

“There is 25,000 cubic wmam a,u

- sand passing the state line every

year as bedload,” Mick told
members of the Kankakee River

- Basin Partnership last week, .
© - “Ten thousand cubic yards om.
effective nor will it significantly - ’

that is excess sand.” -

“H no action is taken, the river
between Momence and Indiana
will lose about two feet i inits
deepest wco_m and about six inch-
es on average along the entire

* channel over the next 40 years,”

Mick said citing the latest corps
models.
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State Water Survey also show
that during low flow, “the aver-
age depth between Momence.

and the state line averages less

than three feet in pool area,”
Mick said.

. 'The findings are ominous for
walleye recovery on the.
Kankakee.

According to the Fish msa :
Wildlife Service; walleye -
require at least four feet and
preferably five feet of depthin .
pools during low water times of
summer.

“It’s not E:d. 8 see &wm Edu. :

lem,” Mick said. “It’s logical to
assume that shallow pools in
summer low water times have
caused the general decline in
walleye.

dramatically
On.either side of the

- Is already in thie wﬁ:ﬁnm@

.5 vmmm:d systein like the
Wedge can only capture cmgmma
10 and 20 percent of that excess °
sand load,” Mick szid. Factor in -
the cost to truck away'sand Ea :
the project could run‘up to -
$250,000 a year — a heavy _UE..
den for a state already mmnEm a
tiscal crisis. : :

Mick doubts that Eowm .
‘aggressive sand removal mieth--
ods such as dredging-alone-

“would make much of an‘imipact. ..
" “Hydraulic removal wilt allow :

us to get only about 20 percent cw
the excessive load in THihois. .
That’s not muckh better results.”
Taldng out 20 percent of the-
excess sand at the state line . ...
would only affect the river for 50:
yards or so downstream, Mick i
said. . : eyt
“What the nouﬁm mnc&om wwos .
is that if is necessary for us todo.
work in Indiana in order to cap-
ture more of the excess bed Ema
before it gets to Iilinois.”
Hydraitlic methods'suchas
eddy pumps or.valve pumps are -
less expensive sand removal sys-
fems oomﬁEm E.o::a. mmpgo an. o

Planning for a bi-state E.emﬁ

stages. :
Jack .Zm_.mo? wnmm.amuﬁ of Em
Indiana Kankakee River Basin
Commission, said his agency -~
met H.momcﬁm..ﬁ?@m._o.oém m_a. .
with Indiana Congréssman.
Peter Visclosky; D-Merrillville
to enlist hig’ Ea.g.?:a.ﬁcmw :
projects. - ; .
KRBCis mnmc._oow_h.m “HE. m;mw .
where bank erosion and buffer’ .
strip projects could be effective.

' “Becatise channelization has
changed the slope of the Tiver,.:
the flow on the upper Kankakee
is now ineising {cutting) the -
banks and resulting in massive
bank failures,” Mick said.




