Sand re

: Tmnmm of the mm_a-Emm:ma mrmwm.
shifting -puzzle known- as the Kanka-
kee River are rapidly starting to fall
ES place. .

Thursday meorning, federal, state
,m_a local officials laid down a key

piece of that puzzle in announcing
that plans are underway to remove

sand from a section of the river near
the Indiana state line.
. At that site lies an estimated

.Hmw 600 cubic yards of sand says Con--

;gressman Jerry Weller citing a re-
“cent. study by the U.S. Geological
Survey. The sandy tnass inching
slowly downstream from the state
Tine bridge is believed to be the larg-
-eést sediment area along Sm upper
~river in Illinois. ‘

¢ “Restoration of the N.muw.mwmm Riv-
aris-a S@ priority and this mEE

said.

tem to remove sand from the river
bottom without ‘causing undue dis-
Ev.ncs to the stream. The E.o._mﬁ
mumo includes restoration’of the riv--
" er’s natural hydrology, aquatic habi-
tat and m&oEEm wetlands near the -

. .mn&m line and the. 85#3:&5: of-
native E:mmm_m 8 ‘that ucu_ucs of the

. H.Sqma.

- Exactly how those mcmﬂm s:: e .

..Emﬁ and how much sand will be re-
moved will be detailed in June when

.a preliminary restoration’ plan for:

‘the project is; E.oEHmmm mE. E_EE
.Emﬁmoﬂou .

Unlike most U.S. bwﬁw oSﬁm o.w.

_w_sm_:mmwm E.omwmam ‘the state line -
project is expécted 1o, move quickly
_through its. Em:&:m and feasibility:
- stages. Work is slated to begin in the -

summer-of 2001 aceording to Dudley:

Hudson, ‘a deputy district engineer
_‘with the Corps of Engineers. .

.- Joining Weller. and. Hudson.at a .
‘Momence City Hall‘press conference
‘Thursday were Brent' Manning;:di-..

rector of the Illinois Department:of
“Natural’ Resources and JR. Black,

emoval ‘is the first mﬁmFa Weller.

va,moﬁmmSnm are :Sﬁ Em Eo._oo#
‘will use a vacuum-like pumping sys- .

“the sand removal effort:
first step at least one Five m%onmﬁm, .
mwsimﬂmm s Letter publisher Ed -
. Mullady of Kankakee, describesit as -

moval for river moves ahead '

SR .-e.._.:m__\ui Byrns

oz ._._._m wbzxm o-.. > mbm_zm x_<m= ﬁmamqm_ state-and _oom_..
-officials. gathered Thursday &t Momence to ‘anhbunce the start
‘of sand removal ‘efforts” at the Kankakeg- m_<m4 state line. Com-

paring notes after their u_‘mmw conference are, from _mn D:a_m<
Hudson, deputy district engineer from the: moor_,_,_m_m:a,oo_‘vm of
Engineers office, J. R. Black, chairman of the Kankakee River
‘Partnership Alliance, Brent’ Manning, director of :,_m_____:o_m
Department of sz_.m_ mmmo:..omw and U.S.- xmv._ ;m_‘é,im__m_. of

Morris.. . ... - -

nrmﬁn._w: cm Em Nmnwmwmm NEE. mm-
sin _umaummew
All: are: wmwgﬁm in Em mp:mﬂn

‘ecosystem restoration project which -
_.is funded up to $5 million or 65 per-
‘cent by:the no%m_. with the ‘remain-.

ing funds coming from DNR and the
state’s Conservation 2000 program.
While: most no:mqumﬂoamwm, ‘see

‘seeming “more-like. wo:ﬁamm grand-
m&mnn_nm than “anything: to wm_v ‘the
river.” .. - .

Mullady mme .s&mﬁ good removing
sand will do if it is oEw 8 be left ﬁc
fill 'up-again?. - :
. “Has anyone Eg?m mz,mb an-ae-
Q:.mﬁm estitnatée as:16 how ‘fast this

%amm_a hole in the"river wiit fill

back - up? . Iz constant BmEﬂmEEom
going to take place?

“T ' want the sand bed ioad reduced
. as.much as anyone,” Mullady says

but'adds that it has to be mcnm cor-
rectly.” :

Hudson says Bom_n.. of -those -ques-
tions will be addressed in the resto-
ration planning process now under-
way. All involved — Weller, Hudson,
Manning and Black vowthe planning

process will be 6pen to local input..
“The key to success here is that

;Em.ww&mnnwm manm_G. ‘_3_: . ﬁo:ﬁ.
said. . - :

“This E&mﬁn will m:a usa m:&. ..

ance . tool for fature-work,” Black
said, “it. will become a benchmark

for future restoration along the Kan:-

kakee and-other rivers in Illinois.”.

?5 while ﬁrm mﬁmﬁm _Em E.Smnﬁ is

seen as a short term effort, Hudson’
said the Corp’s aguatic ecosystem-
program could be an effective tool:
for additional projects along the riv-

er.’

downstream lie upstream-along »_Hm

‘river in Indiana.- .
_ Attending  Thursday’s Em.mﬂum

were Jack Nelson, president, and
Jodi Melton, executive director of

the Indiana Nmnwmwmm wzﬁ. wmmE

Commission.

- Illinois is currently nmmcsmﬁum 8
_buy land owned by Nelson and the
Nelson family trust for the mmum re-:
.moval project., m
The Hoosief river _ummmu ‘won §1
“million last year to instail sediment -
_traps on the Yellow River, a major~
" tributary’ of: theKankakeé' in Mar=
~ shall County: However such work in -
Indiana comes’ Eoﬂ% funding for -
Kankakee . River wwo._mnﬁm comes
from that state’s Qmsmumm >mmme€ §

and is largely dedicated to maintain-

ing the- existing levee system along -
_the river and its tributaries.-

Last year, the Kankakee- River
Partnership was awarded nearly $1.5 .-
million in state funds for work in the-
Momence émzm:am .and in- Huoazc_m .
County. . . : S

© State Eu&sm mou _on& mncwwmﬁmE :
projécts has increasingly. become a-
key element in pushing federal ac- -
tion on the Kankakee wEmH. .Esmm”. .
funds: will be used to secure land for
the sand removal and wetland H.mmﬁo._.

ration work near the state line.

‘The state.is also-a partner in the ..

Corps’ broader study. of mn&Bmim.

tion and flood. control probleris in'.

both Tllinois and Indiana.

Weller, aided by US. Reps. Tom -
Ewing of EEEm and Steve w&ﬁ. of
Indiana, won $940,000 to aonsuam mﬁ.

tl

Corps’ basin-wide study.

Since 1995, Weller and Ewing _Eqm._
won' $1,340,000 to- fund 'the federal’
portion of the Corps’ reconnaissance -
and feasibility mnz&mm om the Nm:wm-. .

kee River.-

Answers to g::..waw_w m.mmww..wwmmﬁ”
stopping .more. sand from flowing-




